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DROPPED THE BALL

ATHLETICS STILL IN THE DARK
Members of the Council on University Planning and Budgeting
did not take action or votes on what to do about athletics during
its meeting Friday.

Eastern’s women’s basketball
lost 93-77 to Fort Wayne Friday
night.
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Review Committee plans final recommendations
By Brooke Schwartz
Administration Reporter | @brookesch_wartz
With the final recommendations needing to
be in by Jan. 15, the Workgroup Review Committee spent its meeting planning how to structure its proposal.
The proposal was created from the committee
reviewing Vitalization Project Workgroups No.
8 and 9`s recommendations over the last seven
weeks.
Members agreed to start the final proposal off
with recommending college restructuring. These
past two weeks, the committee has worked on
creating an example of what this would look like
which will be included in the proposal.
After that, programs that fit into the college
restructuring plan will be mentioned, such as
the idea of a university college and the center
for excellence, a program dedicated purely to encouraging student research.
Rebecca Throneburg, a communication disorders and sciences professor, said she wondered if
a separate center was necessary for research.
“It did say ‘a hub for the undergraduate research department,’ which is nice,” she said.
“But in terms of what we already have on campus, and you’re talking about not making things
more complicated or more layers of administration, when we may not need it.”
She said the Sandra and Jack Pine Honors
College supports undergraduate research and
the graduate school supports graduate research
already.
“What’s one more umbrella actually going to
do for us,” Throneburg asked.
Jeannie Ludlow, coordinator of the women’s
studies program, said right now there is a GPA
gap in who is recognized for student research.
“A gap in the work done with undergraduate
research on campus is that most of the awards
that come out of the honors college, you have to
have a certain GPA to be eligible for that,” Ludlow said. “And what that means is that students
who are not in that top tier GPA are not eligible, but in fact we know, there’s a whole lot of
research out there, that shows that students who
actually are struggling do better with independent research.”
Biological sciences professor Billy Hung said
he thought a separate research program might
attract more students.
“I think another attraction to me for this is
that there is an identifiable entity that we can
point to and use in our promotion and our recruitment effort,” Hung said.
The committee decided to include a center
for excellence in their final recommendations,
with a decision to possibly recommend combin-
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Todd Bruns, an institutional repository librarian, and biological sciences professor Billy Hung will begin work on writing a draft of the Workgroup Review Committee’s final proposal, which is due before Jan. 15, after meeting with committee members on Friday.

ing it with the Honors College and the University College.
The committee also revisited the program
proposals, deciding to recommend adding one
or two agriculture majors over time as Eastern slowly gains the ability to hire more faculty members.
Stephan Lucas, the interim associate dean of
the College of Education and Professional Studies, said the lack of an agriculture program is
problematic given where Eastern is located.
“Looking longer term, as we’re trying to connect better with our region, it’s just a glaring

oversight that we don’t do anything with agriculture here,” Lucas said. “Long term, looking at
it, we’re starting to build faculty again. Targeting
this is a possibility.”
After reaching out and discussing with each
other and the surrounding campus, the committee decided not to recommend any type of
shorter schedule, as a campus-wide one would
be nearly impossible to implicate and would include minimal benefits.
The committee will have two more meetings
before its final deadline, the first starting at 3
p.m. Jan. 5 in room 2121 Lumpkin Hall and

the last one being held the following Friday.
Lucas said it is important for the committee to not just reiterate what was said in Workgroups No. 8 and 9 but to add something to
their recommendations that will help increase
enrollment and help improve the campus as a
whole.
“(The provost) asked us to make a recommendation, not to rehash things,” Lucas said. “I
think we need to be distinct.”
Brooke Schwartz can be reached at
581-2812 or at bsschwartz@eiu.edu.

Freshmen to share registration date with sophomores
Change expected to
start Spring 2018
By Koy Wilson
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
Beginning in the spring semester, freshmen
and sophomores can register for classes in the
same week.
Previously, sophomore registration opened a
week before freshmen registration.
The new policy change was suggested by
the Committee on Retention Efforts, which
is responsible for looking at retention rates for
freshman and sophomores and figuring out
how they can remove potential barriers to their
success.

Registrar Amy Lynch said the new policy was
tested last semester and received a lot of positive feedback.
“We checked with the advisers and got lots
of positive feedback; it gives (advisers) more
time to meet with their students,” Lynch said.
With the success of the trial, Lynch said the
Committee on Retention Efforts decided to
make this a permanent change for the fall and
summer registrations.
The change will give freshmen three weeks to
register for classes before the deadline instead of
the previous two weeks.
Karla Sanders, executive director of the Center for Academic Support and Assessment and
a member of the Committee on Retention Efforts, said members of the Committee on Re-

tention Efforts suggested this policy change to
also give freshmen more time to go back to talk
to their advisors in case problems arise, such as
scheduling conflicts.
While the policy would benefit freshman,
some sophomores think this policy could make
this process more inconvenient.
Erin Shulk, a sophomore biological sciences
major, said she was unhappy with the change.
“As the higher year in school, (sophomores)
should have an extra week to register early since
we have been here longer,” Shulk said. “I would
be extremely upset if I tried to register for a
class and it was full because freshmen filled it
up before I got the chance to sign up for it.”
Kate Mushinsky, a sophomore communication disorders and sciences major, shared sim-

ilar feelings and said the extra week for sophomores to sign up made sense.
“We have the seniority, so this policy change
is great for freshmen; however, (the change)
makes life more difficult for sophomores,”
Mushinsky said. “The incoming students to
EIU will be happy with the change, however, it
does not benefit any of the current students at
the university.”
With spring break interrupting the semester, Sanders said this change also gives an extra
week for administration to send out reminders
to students regarding registration and when to
meet with their advisers.
Koy Wilson can be reached at
581-2812 or kmwilson5@eiu.edu.
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LOS ANGELES (AP) — A flareup on the western edge of Southern California's largest and most destructive wildfire sent residents fleeing Sunday, as wind-fanned flames
churned through canyons and down
hillsides toward coastal towns.
Crews with help from waterdropping aircraft saved several
homes as unpredictable gusts sent
the blaze churning deeper into foothill areas northwest of Los Angeles that haven't burned in decades.
New evacuations were ordered in
Carpinteria, a seaside city in Santa
Barbara County that has been under fire threat for days.
The department posted a photo
of one residence engulfed in flames
before dawn. It's unclear whether
other structures burned. Thousands
of homes in the county were without power.
Firefighters made significant
progress Saturday on other fronts of

the enormous fire that started Dec.
4 in neighboring Ventura County.
Containment was way up on other
major blazes in Los Angeles, Riverside and San Diego counties.
Forecasters said Santa Ana winds
that whipped fires across the region
last week would continue in some
areas at least through Monday evening.
A lack of rain has officials on
edge statewide because of parched
conditions and no end in sight to
the typical fire season.
"We're about ready to have firefighting at Christmas. This is
very odd and unusual," Gov. Jerry Brown warned Saturday after
surveying damage from the deadly
Ventura fire.
High fire risk is expected to last
into January and the governor and
experts said climate change is making it a year-round threat.
Overall, the fires have destroyed

nearly 800 homes and other buildings, killed dozens of horses and
forced more than 200,000 people
to flee flames that have burned over
270 square miles (700 square kilometers) since Dec. 4. One death,
so far, a 70-year-old woman who
crashed her car on an evacuation
route, is attributed to the fire in
Santa Paula, a small city where the
fire began.
The Ventura County blaze continued to burn into rugged mountains in the Los Padres National
Forest near the little town of Ojai
and toward a preserve established
for endangered California condors.
Ojai experienced hazardous levels of smoke at times and officials
warned of unhealthy air for large
swaths of the region. The South
Coast Air Quality Management
District urged residents to stay indoors if possible and avoid vigorous
outdoor activities.

As fires burned in Ventura and
Los Angeles counties, firefighters
were already in place north of San
Diego on Thursday when a major fire erupted and rapidly spread
in the Fallbrook area, known for its
avocado groves and horse stables in
the rolling hills.
The fire swept through the San
Luis Rey Training Facility, where it
killed more than 40 elite thoroughbreds and destroyed more than 100
homes — most of them in a retirement community. Three people
were burned trying to escape the
fire that continued to smolder Sunday.
Most of last week's fires were in
places that burned in the past, including one in the ritzy Los Angeles neighborhood of Bel-Air that
burned six homes and another in
the city's rugged foothills above the
community of Sylmar and in Santa Paula.

Alcohol brewed by Ill. inmates set to double
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — The Illinois Department of Corrections acknowledged Friday that illegal alcohol
brewed by inmates in the state prison system is on pace to double this year, but a
spokeswoman denied a vendor delivering
a new blend of fruit drinks contributed to
the spike.
Spokeswoman Lindsey Hess told The
Associated Press that there have been 71
reports of inmates found making moonshine since the fiscal year began July 1.
Compared with 83 reported in the previous year, that's on a pace to jump 105

percent.
Hess did not respond when asked what
administrators believe has caused the uptick. But she said a prison guard's assertion that the budget crisis necessitated a
shift to a vendor offering a drink with 100
percent juice — more conducive to home
brew — is untrue.
A switch to 100 percent juice was
made in 2008 "for nutritional reasons,"
Hess said.
Corey Knop, a correctional officer at
Lawrence Correctional Center in Sumner, told lawmakers this week he has seen

more illegal liquor recently than at any
time during an 18-year career. He told
the House Appropriations-Public Safety
Committee reviewing allegations of a hike
in inmate assaults on staff members that
an inmate brewing hooch was previously
punished with segregation, but now just
loses privileges.
Hess did not comment on a change
in discipline, but confirmed that contraband including intoxicants can result in
lost privileges such as visitation, library, or
work time .
The legislative hearing was scheduled

after AFSCME released statistics in October showing that inmate assaults have
grown precipitously in the past two years.
It blames the Corrections Department for
moving violent inmates to less-costly, but
less-secure, prisons and curtailing punishments.
Corrections administrators have said
the numbers aren't as high as the union
claims but they note budgetary shortfalls
and say inmate movements are appropriate. They point out the huge population
of mentally ill inmates and highlight staff
training to effectively interact with them.

UN calls for urgent
evacuation of 137
Syrian children

ed sharply amid violence that
intensified since Nov. 14. The
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights says at least 202 people,
including 47 children, have been
killed since.

The Illinois Department of Transportation survey is available through
Dec. 31. It's conducted through the
University of Illinois Springfield's
Survey Research Office. Respondents
are asked about topics like road conditions, ice and snow removal, commuting habits and driving behaviors.
State transportation secretary
Randy Blankenhorn says the department wants to be aware of opportunities to improve "how we maintain
and grow Illinois' transportation system."
The department has conducted
the survey since 2001. This year for
the first time it's available online .

Snow disrupts air
travel in England,
northern Whales

BEIRUT (AP) — The United Nations children's agency said Sunday
137 children stranded in a rebel-held
suburb near the Syrian capital require
immediate evacuation amid a crippling siege in which five have reportedly died from a lack of medical care.
The Eastern Ghouta suburb, home
to 400,000 residents, has been besieged since 2013 and humanitarian conditions there have deteriorat-

Ill. asks for public
feedback in survey
on transportation
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — Illinois transportation officials are asking for the public's input in its annual
traveler opinion survey.

LONDON (AP) — Snow
caused travel disruptions across
central England and northern Wales on Sunday, grounding
flights, shutting down roads and
triggering traffic accidents.
Birmingham, London Stansted
and London Luton airports briefly
suspended flights as runways were
cleared. The airports advised passengers to contact their airlines to
check the status of flights.

TODAY ON
ON CAMPUS:
TODAY
CAMPUS
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EIU Meditation Club offers a sense of ease to students
By Jordan Boyer
Photo Editor | @DEN_News
The EIU Meditation Club helped
students relax before finals week at
Booth Library with a guided meditation.
The club is hosting other guided meditations during finals week to
help students clear their minds and
de-stress.
Two classes, one at 5 p.m. and
another 5:30 p.m., will be held on
Monday in the Edgar Room of Booth
Library. Two more meditation sessions will be held at the same time
and place on Tuesday.
Pamela Padilla, a sophomore Spanish education major, guided other students in meditation. She did this by
walking students through the different stages of the meditation, including breathing exercises in intervals.
“I think it’s beneficial to help others and give them a tool that will allow them to de-stress from finals; and
not only it benefits them it benefits
me as well,” Padilla said.
In addition to helping others, Padilla said she likes to come to the
meditations for herself and enjoys the
classes.

JORDAN BOYER| DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Alex Hill (left), a graduate student and business administration major, John Hader (middle), a senior kinesiology and sports
studies major and Michelle Meyerholtz, a senior a general studies major, meditate during a guided meditation at Booth
Library Sunday night.

Meditation Club President Emily Nofsinger, a graduate student and
business administration major, also
participated in the guided meditation.

“We all kind of rotate speaking
here,” Nofsinger said. “The thing
about teaching meditation is that everyone teaches it with their own fla-

vor.”
She said the leaders of the meditation sessions often get as much from
them as the participants.

“There is growth on two sides,”
Nofsinger said. “There is growth on
the side for the people that come to
the meditation, and there is growth
on our side teaching it to people.”
The meditation class started with
people closing their eyes. Padilla then
guided the session throughout its different stages.
Breathing exercises and imagining things that bring happiness were
among the different stages of meditation.
Ali Hill, a senior general studies
major, who attended the meditation
class had tips on how to deal with finals week besides meditation.
“Make sure you do refreshing
things for yourself, because other wise
you are going to go into a tailwind of
stress,” Hill said.
Other students said healthy dieting and a good amount sleep will help
people with the stress of finals.
Nofsinger encouraged students to
come to the next meditation class on
Monday and Tuesday to help relax
from all the stress put on people during finals week.
Jordan Boyer can be reached at
581-2812 or jtboyer@eiu.edu.

More discussion, no action on athletics taken at CUPB
By Cassie Buchman
Editor in Chief | @cjbuchman
Members of the Council on University Planning and Budgeting reported their constituencies’ thoughts
on the potential elimination of some
sports at Friday’s CUPB meeting.
The CUPB did not take any action
or votes on what to do about athletics
during the meeting.
Many constituencies expressed
concerns when cutting sports when it
came to the public perception of the
university, especially with enrollment
numbers going up and with the end
of the budget impasse.
Some members reported that their
constituencies said that if cutting
football and moving from a Division
1 school was not an option, they did
not have many suggestions beyond
that.
Eastern President David Glassman
said there are about 400-425 student
athletes at the university, a number
that has been stable for many years
and has not changed since enrollment
started decreasing.

“I don’t expect the number of student athletes to change unless there is
a reduction in number of teams,” he
said.
CUPB member Peggy Brown, representing Staff Senate, said her constituency was “torn” like everybody
else on the issue.
She said her constituency had several questions regarding the savings
eliminating a sport could bring, as the
administration would not be getting

ing to cover the deficit that athletics
has, but covering their $100,000 deficit, are we going to lose too many dollars to the university to do that?” she
asked.
Most people Brown talked to were
of the consensus that the university
was better off covering the $100,000
and getting $2 million it would get
from keeping athletics, rather than
the other way around.
Student Body President Luke

their sport got cut.”
Working in the Admissions Office,
Young said athletics are a big selling
point, and he has talked to students
who are not coming for scholarships,
but who want to come to Eastern to
play their sport.
Paul McCann, interim vice president for business affairs, said over half
of all student athlete pay full tuition.
CUPB member Steve Brantley,
representing Library Services, said

“Keeping sports would definitely be a greater benefit
in the eyes of students. ”
-Luke Young, student body president
rid of sports where the bulk of scholarships are going to.
Because of this, Brown said, the
university would be getting rid of
smaller sports with one or two scholarships and lose students paying tuition.
“I know a lot of it stems from try-

Young said from a student’s perspective, many wanted what is best for the
university as a whole.
“Keeping sports would definitely
be a greater benefit in the eyes of students,” he said. “I talked to a lot of
people, friends that are athletes (and
it would) really be a blow to them if

since moving away from being a Division 1 school is not an option, his
constituency decided there was not a
lot to suggest.
One person Brantley talked to did
say that given the “extreme situation”
the university is in, all available resources should be given to academics.

Another suggestion Brantley was
given was that the elimination of
teams should be based on their GPA
and disciplinary actions against the
teams.
Shank said when talking to chairs,
it was brought up that if a sport was
cut, the money would not go back
into academics but to the remaining
sports.
“The feeling is exactly the same as
many of you have said on the part
of the chairs, is that we really believe
that it is not the time to have publicity that we are cutting things,” she
said.
Glassman said he has notes from
every individual and area represented
at the meeting.
“This is one important piece of
many pieces in the informed decision
that has to be made,” Glassman said.
“We still need to control costs...clearly we want to maximize revenue for
our enterprise...I’m still working on
where that balance is.”
Cassie Buchman can be reached at
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
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Staff Editorial

May luck find you

Keep hard work in mind
as semester finally ends
The smell of burnt coffee grounds, sorrow, joy and
a hint of salty tears linger across campus as students
brace themselves for a long week of cramming for finals, and professors grade late work as a one last favor.
However, as the year finally reaches an end, and
students chug those unhealthy amounts of coffee, it
feels invigorating to imagine hanging up our boots at
last and clocking out for a few weeks, without a care
in the world.
Granted, it is acceptable to believe that most of
what this campus needs is a moment of peace and
to regroup after a semester’s worth of painful assignments and annoying group projects.
Yes, during a time for Yuletide cheer we feel that
everyone deserves a much-needed break, but that
does not mean all the work that was started this semester just goes away.
Though the year may end and we finally receive
the solitude we have been wishing for since the start
of the semester, the staff at The Daily Eastern News
would like to remind the campus community that
the work should not be forgotten and will soon pick
up where everyone left off the moment 2018 drags
everyone back to campus.
For students, this means coming back to classes
with projects, tests and assignments that need taken
care of. For faculty and staff, that means coming back
to meetings and other forms of university service that
are still in progress.
One example of this is the Workgroup Review

Committee, whose last meeting of the semester was
detailed in Monday’s issue of The Daily Eastern News.
By agreeing to be a part of Workgroup Review
Committee, those faculty members agreed to a load
of responsibility that places the future success of the
university in their hands.
The rest of the campus community deserves to be
regarded as a high priority and we encourage those
faculty members to remember everything discussed
at the meetings thus far and to continue to think
about all else that might be necessary for the Jan. 15
deadline.
Of course, we do not wish to ruin anyone’s holiday by asking them to work over break. Rather, we
just suggest that the thoughts and discussions of previous meetings remain in everyone’s mind over break
and are not tossed aside. Do not let these topics
plague your minds, but at the same time do not let
them slip away until classes resume Jan. 6.
This is important subject matter and the university deserves to be a priority, and we feel it should be
treated as such.
Though we agree that everyone deserves a break,
we also want to remind our peers as well as the university administration and faculty members to help
better the university and continue thinking about the
school’s best interest.
E.V. DAVIS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Don’t force memories, enjoy final moments on campus
Sometimes I think about when my last
day visiting The Daily Eastern News newsroom will be.
Will it be twenty years in the future, visiting during an alumni event? Or will I find
my way back even later than that? Could
it even be soon, a day this week, stepping
in to look around at the empty chairs, saying a final goodbye to a silent room where I
spent so many nights?
When I worked nights on the copy desk,
we said bittersweet goodbyes to our graduating seniors just after the final pages
had been completed for the semester. We
walked each other back to our dorm rooms,
sharing the last jokes and reveling in the
feeling of freedom from 11 p.m. deadlines.
We signed off on memory walls and
objects and preserved whiteboards, names
to pass into obscurity, to fade with the sunlight and with every brush of tomorrow’s
newsers, as if writing our names on something could make our presences stay for a
minute longer.

Shelby Niehaus
I think more people get misty-eyed
about departures than want to admit it.
Occasionally, near the end of a semester,
I will see a graduating student standing in
a stairwell in Coleman Hall, looking down
at the exit doors or watching the bell tower
from the library courtyard, lost in thought.
When we know our lives are going to
change, it is very tempting to step out of

reality for a moment and watch the familiar
keep moving without us.
But those little moments when we enjoy
the transient moments that make up our
formative years: those little moments are so
often silences while walking with friends,
breaks in classes, late nights in your dorm’s
shared kitchenette.
They happen organically, without warning, and they never can be counted on. So
it is only natural that, sometimes, when we
fear those memorable times will be done for
good, we try to steal them from time.
Enjoy your last moments, if this is your
final week, and trust that you will fondly remember the small and the large memories. Do not worry away the week with
forced tender moments.
Instead, spend your time with friends,
and get a last helping of the things you
loved about Eastern.
Go bowling one last time. Take a break
to wander aimlessly through the small gaps
between academic buildings. Get lost in the

library, looking through stacks of intensely
specific books.
Do not worry about making memories;
find the memories in the things you always
did.
I am sure my last fond memories of campus will be bittersweet moments that seem
much like what I did for my entire career.
They will be empty spaces between classes in the newsroom, quiet moments in the
English student lounge, shivering walks
across campus with groups of friends cackling in the distance.
I will remember my time at Eastern as it
really was.
For those of you who will stay, have a
restful break.
To the others, I will see you on Saturday,
just before we part ways.
Shelby Niehaus is a senior English education
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or scniehaus@eiu.edu.

Be joyful for friends moving on, no matter how hard
Every time a break is just within reach, I
realize more and more that the amount of
returning trips to Eastern I have are limited.
This realization deepens every time I
think about how one of my roommates and
best friends will be leaving for winter break
but not making the same return I will be.
As every semester goes on and more
friends and classmates graduate to move
onto the real world, nostalgia creeps up
closer behind me.
It is never easy to say goodbye.
Whether it is temporary or forever, that
one word is not one that escapes our lips so
easily.
Watching my friend prepare for graduation make me excited for the future she has
waiting for her, but it also breaks my heart
because she will no longer be down the hall

Carole Hodorowicz
from me.
There will be an empty bedroom in my
house and there will be one less person
who will wake up early with me and gossip
about the events from the night before or
share popcorn with me when I am trying to

pull an all-nighter.
There will be one less person that
reminds me of home.
It is simple: college is only a place.
Campus is only a place.
My house that I am renting this year is
only a place. My room that I have decorated with photos, posters and art is still only
a place even though it has pieces of the
things that are familiar to me.
These places only become something
more when I am there with the people who
made somewhere so unfamiliar and scary
feel like home.
The time we have in every stage of our
life and place on this planet is temporary,
but it is the people we meet, relationships
we start with them and the memories we
make with them that make these stages and
places something more.
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Every day I think about where I would
be if I did not choose to go to Eastern and
did not meet the people in my sorority,
classes and jobs.
Every day I think about how I would not
have these feelings of fullness and warmth
in my heart without these people.
Although every year it does not get easier to see these people graduate and move
on, the fullness and warmth in my heart do
not dwindle.
The tears are happy, the memories are
comforting and watching them start a new
stage in their life is a reminder that there
are only better things to come.
Carole Hodorowicz junior journalism major.
She can be reached at 581-2812 or cdhodorowicz@
eiu.edu.
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Technology services, support reviewed by CUPB
By Cassie Buchman
Editor in Chief | @cjbuchman
Personnel from Information
Technology Services and the Center for Academic Technology Support updated the Council on University Planning and Budgeting on
how they are planning on moving
forward in coming years.
Josh Awalt, interim assistant
vice president for ITS, said there
was a decrease in the 2016/2017
budget.
Moving forward, Awalt said ITS
wants to review and redefine funding models.

In the past, there were five to
s i x d i f f e re n t f e e s I TS c h a r g e d
to various areas across campus,
though it stopped charging these
during the budget impasse.
ITS is now working on a plan
to come up with a better funding
model by taking all of those fees
and combining them into a standardized fee to present to the president’s council.
This year, he said he worked
closely with an administrative assistant in the department when
going through the contract to see
if they were actively using software that they are paying for and

if this software was license appropriate.
“We found that we were paying for 15-20 licenses when really only needed about 10,” Awalt
said.
To fix this, ITS worked with
vendors to get that level down and
to a reasonable amount that will
allow them to continue to grow as
enrollment and staffing increases
give them the ability to.
In CATS, some student technology money has been freed up,
which the department plans to
use on auditoriums in the Physical Sciences building, Coleman

and Buzzard Halls, John Henderson, assistant vice president for academic affairs for technology, said.
He said in the spring, depending on how enrollment is, they
will put in proposals around campus to upgrade classrooms.
CATS was also allowed to bring
back another web developer with
the help of the president and vice
president’s office.
“We’re happy we’re moving forward,” Henderson said.
Though combining CATS and
ITS to save money has been talked about in program analysis reviews, Paul McCann, interim vice

president for business affairs, said
with the current situation the university is in, there is a not a lot of
money to save in that area.
He said though the university might potentially be able to do
something about getting a Chief
Information Officer, it is an expensive position to hire.
“ We are not looking at this.
We are attempting to move forward on it, but it is not something
we’ve had a lot of chances to work
with at this point,” McCann said.
Cassie Buchman can be reached at
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.

Strength and Independence
More than 40 years ago our community came together to build Sarah Bush Lincoln so
our family, friends and neighbors could have access to exceptional healthcare right
here.
Every single day, we live our mission to earn the trust of our community.
As we work to ensure our future, we must stay financially strong to be here when you
need us the most. As you select health insurance coverage please know that Sarah
Bush Lincoln contracts with 17 providers, and nine Medicare and Medicaid providers.

WE
HIRING

ARE
WE'RE H
IRING!

Aetna
Aetna Medicare
Beechstreet
BlueCross BlueShield
BlueCross BlueShield – BCE (beginning Jan. 1)
BlueCross Medicaid (beginning Jan. 1)
BlueCross Medicare (beginning Jan. 1)
CIGNA
Community Partners Health Plan
Consociate Care
Coventry Health Care Plan
Coventry Medicare
Healthlink

Healthcare’s Finest Network
Humana – Medicare
Illinicare (beginning Jan. 1)
Medicare
Medicaid
Meridian Medicaid
MH Net Behavioral Health Services
Multiplan
Private Health Care Systems
Preferred Plan
United Healthcare
United Healthcare Medicare
TRICARE

Sarah Bush Lincoln will not be a provider of
Health Alliance Medical Plans effective June 30, 2018.
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Transfer students
share experiences
By Travis Buckwalter
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
Transfer students have their own
unique experiences when coming to Eastern.
Christyna De Lude, a sophomore psychology major, also changed her major from pre-medicine before coming to
Eastern.
“It didn’t seem like I was where I wanted to be,” De Lude said.
Cory Bradford, a junior psychology
major, was a chemical engineering major
until his last semester at Kishwaukee College in Malta, Ill.
“It kind of came down to the wire on
what school to go to,” Bradford said.
Tim Bradford, a junior history major,
said one challenge that transfer students
can often face is making friends at the beginning of the semester.
“The biggest challenge for me was
probably the social aspect,” Bradford said.
“I think it’s harder making friends because
the friendships are already made.”
Alyssa Schweigert, a junior early education major, said this may be because students who do not transfer have had longer
to get to know each other.
“It’s harder being a transfer student
because people have already had their
groups made up,” she said.
Eastern is Bradford’s third school.
“Besides (the social aspect), I don’t see
to many problems in transferring,” Bradford said. “I’m used to it by now.”
Schweigert said she had Eastern picked

ANALICIA HAYNES | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Claire Boarman, a senior education major, licks frosting off her fingers after designing a cookie Sunday
night during the Education Scholars Fall 2017 Winter Blowout Finals Study Break in Buzzard Hall. For
winter break, Boarman said she will be going to Las Vegas for four days to see Brittany Spears and said
on a scale of one to 10, her excitement level is at an 11. “I’m not excited to fly but I’d been wanting to see
her…I need to go,” Boarman said.
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1,2,3 bedroom apartments. Next school
year. Cathedral ceilings, central AC, walk-in
closets, sun deck, fitness center. Trash and
water included. Great for grad students.
Very clean. 815-600-3129. Leave message.
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out since her junior year of high school.
“The advisers were more caring and the
students were very nice,” Schweigert said.
She said she enjoys Eastern for more
than just academics because of the
amount of activities in Charleston.
“There are so many organizations and
just more to do here,” Schweigert said.
Jeff Okrasinski, a senior applied engineering and technology major, said he
had no problem getting involved on campus.
“Before my first semester, I met with
the radio staff,” Okrasinski said. “The staff
seemed really receptive.”
De Lude said since coming to Eastern she has been involved in Best Buddies,
Pure Health Educators and works at Java
Beanery and Bakery in the Martin Luther
King Jr. University Union. She said she is
looking to get into other organizations.
De Lude heard about Eastern from her
cousin. She said she has been happy and
successful ever since she transferred from
Oklahoma Christian University.
“I just wasn’t at the right place for me,”
De Lude said.
She said ever since she came Eastern,
things have seemed to be going her way.
Okrasinski also said the move made
things easier for him and his family.
Since transferring because of his wife’s
job, Okrasinski said he feels that he and
his family have found a new home in
Charleston.
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Panthers finish third at Early Bird meet
By Dillan Schorfheide
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
After winning last year’s OVC Indoor
Track and Field Championship, Eastern’s
track teams saw their first indoor action
Friday as the team hosted the EIU Early
Bird meet in the Lantz Fieldhouse, finishing in third place.
Finishing first at the event was Indiana
State, who finished first overall for both
the men and women, and second place was
earned by Illinois State, who’s men’s and
women’s team both finished second overall.
Eastern’s men and women both took
third place, Western Illinois finished fourth
and Loyola finished fifth.
“I think we were all okay with the performance on Friday night,” senior Lea Viano said. “This meet is usually really small
so it’s just a good chance for us to see where
we’re at fitness wise and see what we need
to improve on.”
The Panthers earned a combined nine
top three finishes at the event, which included two first place finishes.
For the women’s track team, senior Haleigh Knapp finished first in the high jump
event, with a height of 1.78 meters. Knapp
placed first at the event last year as well.
For the men’s team, senior Davion McManis started the running events for Eastern with a first place finish in the 60-meter
dash with a time of 6.82 seconds. McManis
also earned second place in the long jump
with a jump of seven meters.
Finishing the top three placements for
the men’s team were sophomore Nick Phillips, senior Chrisford Stevens and redshirt
junior Brandan Lane.
P h i l l i p s f i n i s h e d t h i rd p l a c e i n t h e
weight throw competition with his distance of 16.39 meters, Stevens placed second in the triple jump with his distance of
14.34 meters and Lane tied for second in
the 200-meter dash with his time of 22.61
seconds.
For Eastern’s women’s team, junior Shirley Jones placed third in the 400-me -

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Senior Haleigh Knapp clears the high jump at the EIU Big Blue Classic in April 2016. She finished first in the high jump Friday clearing 1.78
meters. The Eastern men and women took third in the EIU Early Bird meet on Friday.

ter dash with a time of 58.57 seconds. Senior Darneisha Spann followed with a third
place finish in the 60-meter hurdle event
with a time of 8.61 seconds.
To round out the top three finishes for
Eastern, the Panthers’ women’s quartet
in the 4x400 meter relay finished third.
Spann, junior Pedra Hicks, sophomore Sophia Keith and senior Stephanie Dominguez finished with a time of four minutes
and seven seconds.
Both Viano and distance coach Erin

Howarth have said before that the team is
excited for the season, and the ultimate goal
is to win the OVC Indoor Championship
again this year.
“This meet in my eyes gets everybody
pumped up and motivated for the season to
actually start and gives us that little drive to
make sure we put in the work over Christmas break to make sure we come back ready
to roll and to race fast,” Viano said.
Eastern’s third place finish at the meet
Friday is not unfamiliar to the teams, as

Eastern placed third last year at the same
event. Indiana State took first and Illinois
State took second last year as well.
The next time Eastern will be in action
is after Christmas break, when the Panthers will compete at the Illinois Classic in
Champaign on Jan. 12 and 13.
Dillan Schorfheide can be reached at
581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu.
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Fort Wayne downs Eastern 93-77
By JJ Bullock
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Once again, one big quarter was
all it took for the Eastern women’s
basketball team to lose control of
a game.
The Panthers went into halftime
of their game with Fort Wayne
Friday down just two points. But
Fort Wayne used a 28-point third
quarter and held Eastern to just
15 points as it handed Eastern its
7th loss of the season.
The 77 points Eastern scored,
led by guard Grace Lennox’s 21,
but on a day when the offense
was clicking on all cylinders, the
defense was unable to stop Fort
Wayne’s offense.
The Mastodons shot 70.8 percent from the field and 50 percent
from three-point range as they became the second team this season to score over 90 points on the
Eastern defense.
“Give (For t Wayne) a lot of
credit. I thought we played our
best offensive game of the year,
j u s t c o u l d n’t s t r i n g t o g e t h e r
stops,” coach Matt Bollant said.
“ We tried playing man, played
zone, played buzz, and it didn’t
string together many stops, no
matter what we were doing. Part
of it was they made shots; part of
it was a lack of awareness of us
understanding what we need to
accomplish.”
Five Fort Wayne players scored
in double-digits led by De’jour
Young’s game-high 23 and Hannah Albrecht’s 18 points on 6-of7 shooting.
Sophomore Jennifer Nehls rebounded nicely from her last
game where she went 0-8 from
the court, going 6-of-9 scoring 17
points against Fort Wayne.
Freshmen Grace McRae added 16 points and six rebounds for

K ARINA DELGADO| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Senior guard Grace Lennox leads the Panthers up the court in Eastern’s 67-52 loss to Bradley Dec. 4 in Lantz Arena. Lennox had 21 points in Eastern’s loss
Friday to Fort Wayne on 8-of-20 shooting.

Eastern.
“I thought G-Mac (McRae) was
great and Jen and Grace, we had
three people that played pretty
well. (Danielle Berry) fought really hard,” Bollant said. “Those
three played really well, but we
need more consistency and got to
find others that want to play defense and care enough.”
The first half ended with East-

ern down 43-41, and the Panthers
outscored Fort Wayne 23-22 in
the fourth quarter; however, the
lopsided third quarter was the difference maker.
“I felt really good about our
first half. We had several contested
shots that (Fort Wayne) made in
the first half,” Bollant said. “But
we didn’t sustain that effort in the
second half. Defensively, we never

got enough stops.”
The Panthers have been prone
to total collapse quarters like the
third quarter against Fort Wayne
all season long.
T h e re h a s b e e n a t l e a s t o n e
quarter in seven of the Panthers’
eight games this season, where
they have been outscored by 10 or
more points in a quarter.
Fort Wayne moved to 3-7 this

year.
The loss dropped Eastern to 1-7
on the season and it will have a
10-day break between games before playing Valparaiso on Dec. 18
at Lantz Arena.
JJ Bullock can be reached at 5812812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.

OPINION | MEN'S BASKE TBALL

Men’s basketball 3 games away from OVC
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
Two things have come up for
the Eastern men’s basketball team
in just the first month of the season. The first being the Panthers
beating Illinois in the exhibition
opener, which potentially set a
tone of what could have been expected for Eastern this season.
The game against Illinois was a
game added to the already tough
non-conference schedule.
And the tough schedule was
what coach Jay Spoonhour wanted to get the Panthers geared up
for OVC play, which is just three
games away now for Eastern.
A four-point loss to Nebraska
and a three-point overtime loss to
Marquette, somewhat speaks volumes as to what the team is capable of. It can hang with the best.
But just “hanging” in the OVC
will not mean anything. Spoonhour said it before: The Panthers
have to find a way to pull one of
these games out.
The figuring it out phase should
still be in the rearview mirror, but
it seems as if Eastern is still there
and the road has been a struggle.
Su r e e n o u g h , t h e f i r s t f o u r
games of Eastern’s OVC schedule are on the road. The Panthers
start open on the road at Murray

BRYAN BUND| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Senior Terrell Lewis drives to the basket in Eastern's 95-92 loss to Southern Indiana Nov. 6 in Lantz Arena. The
Panthers' next game is on the road at South Alabama Dec. 16

State Dec. 28, two days later they
are at Austin Peay, Jan. 4 they are
at Morehead State and Jan. 6 they
are at Eastern Kentucky.

Eastern is 0-6 on the road and
its next game is at South Alabama.
T h e Ja g u a r s a r e 5 - 5 t h i s s e a son, with their most recent game

against OVC Southern Illinois Edwardsville ending in a 76-65 loss
Sunday afternoon.
The Cougars overcame a seven-

point deficit at halftime to beat
the Jaguars. Southern Illinois Edwardsville’s Jalen Henry scored 26
points, with 16 of them coming in
the second half.
The Jaguars have just three regular starters as the other two are
on a game-to-game basis.
Junior guard Rodrick Sikes is
the team’s leading scorer and he
has only started four out of the
Jaguar’s nine games. He scored 13
points against Southern Illinois
Edwardsville Sunday night and averages 15.5 points per game, coming off the bench.
Once Sikes gets on the floor
he is there for a while. He averages 27.3 minutes game, which is
third most on the team and more
than Herb McGee, who has started nine out of the 10 games.
When the Panthers play South
Alabama Dec. 16, it is their last
chance to figure out how to win
on the road before coming home
for two final games to wrap up
their non-conference schedule.
Eastern has showed too many
signs of being a talented team to
be where it is eight games into the
season.
Sean Hastings can be reached at
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.

